308                            Objections VII

especially because I said ' Nothing is not to be renounced'; an^r
after meditating long and deeply on that Nothing he has ser got it
on the brain that, though now his arguments tell against himselffhe
cannot easily shake himself free of the notion.

After this successful combat, elated with his belief in his
victory he assails a new enemy, and once more believes that this is
some shade of me, for what he opposes is always of that self-same
phantasy. Now however he constructs it out of new materials,
viz. out of the words : I know that I exist; I ask wlio I am, etc.1
And because he is not so familiar with this semblance of me as
with the preceding, he attacks more cautiously and merely skirmishes.
The first missile he directs against me is : Why do you ask> if you
already knoiv*? But because he imagines that his opponent will
ward it off with the reply, / know that I am, not who I am*, he
immediately hurls this more potent weapon : Whence do you derive
the knowledge who you are unless from ivhat you either formerly
knew, or some time will know ? But not from what you formerly
knew ; that is teeming with obscurity and has been given up. There-
fore your knowledge will come from what you don't yet know but will
know afterward^. Believing that the luckless shade is much put
out and almost brought to earth by this blow, he imagines he hears
it exclaim : / do not yet know tJiat what you mention exists. Then,
changing his wrath to pity he consoles it with these words: Keep
up hope; some day you will find out5. Next he makes the
shade reply to this in a querulous and supplicating tone with:
What shall I do meanwhile ? But in an imperious voice as becomes
a conqueror he cries, ' You will aivait its discovery' Howsoever,
being pitiful, he does not allow me to be long in doubt, but flying
once more to the side issue : Determinate^, Indeterminately ;
clearly, confusedly, and seeing no one following him there secures a
lonely triumph. Now certainly all these jests are excellent examples
of that fooling which depends upon the unlooked for simulation of
stupidity on the part of a man whose looks and garb gave promise
of wisdom and seriousness. But, to let this appear more clearly,
we ought to consider our Actor friend as a serious and learned
man, who, in order to attack our Method of investigating truth,
which bids us reject everything as uncertain and, beginning with
the knowledge of our own existence, thence proceeds to the exami-
nation of our nature, i.e. of that thing which we already know to

1 Of. p. 299, par. 2.             2 Of. Ibid. par. 3.             3 Of. Ibid. par. 4.

4 Of. Ibid. par. 5.               5 Of. Ibid, sub fin.